
SPIRITUALITY AT ELSECAR HOLY 
TRINITY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND THE 

CURRICULUM 
THURSDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2025



Our vision 

‘Elsecar Holy Trinity is a nurturing, inclusive, Church school 
where everyone is valued as a child of God. We warmly 

welcome people of all faiths/worldviews and backgrounds, 
fostering respect, compassion and forgiveness. Rooted in 
faith, family and community, we aim to grow together in 

love, developing wisdom, knowledge and aspirations for a 
brighter future’. 



Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 

Spirituality is a core component to ‘living life in all its fullness’ as the mind, body 
and soul need to be nurtured equally. It relates to fundamental questions about the 
meaning and purpose of life which affect everyone and is not dependant on a 
religious belief. It is also based on the search for ways to answer questions about 
life and a search for identity.  As a school, we have defined spirituality as: 
“Spirituality is not something we can see; it is something we feel inside 
ourselves”. It is about awe and wonder, asking questions, inspiration and being 
aware of something ‘bigger’ outside of ourselves.”



Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 

At Elsecar Holy Trintiy, we believe that we need to give all our children the chance 
to allow them to flourish into the people God is calling them to be.  Our vision ‘talk, 
learn, grow on our journey together’ influences the ethos of our school and the 
policies and practices within it.  We believe that spirituality is a core thread that 
runs through our school and we attach great importance to it for both children’s 
development and for the growth and well being of all within our school 
community.  The attached spirituality progression grid captures how pupils develop 
spiritually across the year groups and our curriculum overview identifies where 

there are opportunities to be spiritual within lessons and wider opportunities.



Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 

 Across the curriculum, children are encouraged to ask, contemplate and answer Big Questions about life, religion, nature, 
science and anything about the world that fascinates them. Children become aware of the world in new ways; to wonder 
about life’s ‘WOWs’ (things that are amazing and breath-taking), ‘NOWs’ (times of stillness) and ‘OWs’ (challenging events 
that bring us up short.)

 Christians believe that; Everyone is a valued creation, individually and uniquely made by God, in his own image. It also 
refers to God as a potter and describes everyone being the work of God’s hand.

 Sometimes pots can crack or break. Sometimes things happen that make us feel cracked or changed. Christians believe 
that whatever happens to them in life, God is with them. God can mend gaps and put everyone back together.

 'We are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand'. Isaiah 64:8

 In Christianity, the Japanese art of kintsugi is used as a metaphor for finding beauty, strength, and 
greater value through brokenness and healing, with God acting as the "master kintsugi artist".

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=90ccd5d0cf3c32a1&cs=0&q=Japanese+art+of+kintsugi&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja05G7r4WQAxUgZ0EAHfAMMd0QxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfDo5m9opW_Qnv8XLrx7LNvYfoR8dQ5mgK3RB3lsjO_a1BpJGGDSS3Scx-9OTbHt0YQ-KcRrlVE9-yjP7fH5C6cXwBU4UgMHsCJH4UVaMIyEPJ0C2IfOo2C5MOcGLMkI3fg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=90ccd5d0cf3c32a1&cs=0&q=%22master+kintsugi+artist%22&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja05G7r4WQAxUgZ0EAHfAMMd0QxccNegQIAhAD&mstk=AUtExfDo5m9opW_Qnv8XLrx7LNvYfoR8dQ5mgK3RB3lsjO_a1BpJGGDSS3Scx-9OTbHt0YQ-KcRrlVE9-yjP7fH5C6cXwBU4UgMHsCJH4UVaMIyEPJ0C2IfOo2C5MOcGLMkI3fg&csui=3


Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 



Definitions of spirituality 



Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 

The WOWs 

These are the awe and wonder moments. The times when you 
want to breathe in and capture the feeling, holding onto it as long 

as you can. 



Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trintiy Primary School 

The OWS

These are the blows life can bring. They can knock the breath out 
of you.



The NOWS

These are the everyday ordinary times: being able to be present in 
the moment, being open and receptive to life, because God is not 

just for emergencies! 

Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 



Child – friendly version 

Spirituality means feeling connected to something 
special, which make us feel and can change us. 



The Church of England’s ‘Statement for Entitlement’ outlines the aims and expectations for Religious Education in CE 
schools and guides this school’s approach to RE and spirituality. The role of RE is neither to promote nor undermine 
organised religion. But part of its purpose is to provide structured opportunity for consideration of the non-material 
aspects of life. RE can contribute dynamically to children and young people’s education by provoking challenging 
questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it 
means to be human. It can support their own discovery of their personal spiritual journeys of meaning, purpose and 
value.

RE allows children to reflect upon and share their own knowledge and lived experiences, plus find out about the 
experiences, beliefs and traditions of other people. Through this process, children expand their knowledge, begin to 
shape their own beliefs form opinions and add breadth to their world view.

High quality RE lessons at Powell's C of E Primary offer children opportunities that challenges their thinking through Big 
Questions. They critically reflect on their own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical convictions and are equipped 
with the skills to confidently discuss religious, spiritual and philosophical ideas.

Spirituality at Elsecar Holy Trinity Primary School 



Reading 



Spirituality in our classrooms and beyond… 

Reflect upon any spiritual 
moments you have had either in 
or out of your classroom so far 
this year… 



Classroom examples

“It’s so vibrant and the colours mix 
perfectly. The ceiling is so intricate and 
pretty it made my tummy feel funny 
when I saw it”.

Caelan and Ivy – Rose 



Classroom examples

“There’s lots of colour and it fills up the 
whole cathedral, it made me feel 
magical inside”. 

Sophia and Tessa 



Conversation starters… 



Conversation starters… 



Spirituality at Elsecar… 



Spirituality at Elsecar… 



Spirituality at Elsecar… 



Our next steps…

Science KS1 / KS2: The changing seasons - BBC 

Teach

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zh4rkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zh4rkmn


Evidence books 

 We now have a ‘class book’ to document spirituality within and outside our 
classrooms. 

 Expectation that at least one ‘WOW’ moment to be evidenced per month. 

 Jill is going to highlight what spirituality is within collective worships. 

 If you have a ‘WOW’ moment in class then highlight this with the children, 
emphasising on how it makes them feel when they experience or see 
something. 



Tasks 

Tasks 

 Complete the long term 
overviews of your ‘WOW’ 
moments for your 
Science, History and 
Geography. 

 Think about a ‘WOW’ 
moment you have had in 
class – can you evidence 
anything so far? 
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